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The Chief Executive proposed “Free Quality Kindergarten
Education” scheme in Policy Address 2017 and planned to fully
implement and directly sponsor schools in this school year.
This scheme aims at relieving financial burden on low-income
family and improving teachers’ benefits, in order to upgrade
nursery teaching quality as a whole. We has been stressing on
education development and providing a quality and
developmental appropriate environment for our children, and
support working parents and deprived families. Through all
these, we endeavoured to give an all-rounded support to our
children's development by upholding our teaching and caring
missions.

1. Enhancing teaching and caring profession

While the agency-based teaching curriculum has been used for
many years and the implementation of Free Quality
Kindergarten Education in year 2017-18, we recruited external
experts this year to evaluate our curriculum and improve the
scheme thoroughly and systematically, in order to fortify our
education service quality and wholeness of curriculum. We
invited Centre for Children and Family Science of the
Education University of Hong Kong to carry out a one-year
research and training, which was to examine our nursery
schools’ curriculum operation and advise on our curriculum
development substantially. The research results and advices
will become our references for long-term planning in children
service development. In the meantime, university professional
consultants provided training sessions specifically for the
implementation of individual curriculum, for example, “the
development of children's mathematical thinking and the
evaluation of mathematics learning activities” and“the use and
skill of making a Concept Map”. These trainings were effective
in enhancing our teachers’ teaching skills.

Moreover, to align with our agency development plan for
children service and respond to our belief, “Establish a healthy
school, Care for the holistic development of children”, we
launched a series of “healthy” projects to encourage our
teachers and students to care about health at school. We
invited registered dietitian to review our six kindergartens’
menus and assess nutrition values of the ingredients. Also,
through a workshop “Nutrition needs and recipe design for
young children”, our school management understood what
nutrition our children needed, and, thus, we can design better
menus for our children and help them develop a better eating
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habit. We also realized the challenges our teachers
encountered daily, that made them pay less attention to their
health. Therefore, we invited a registered dietitian to share “Eat
& Fit Concept” with our teachers, in which health information
and common eating habit were offered. Through all these,
concerns on whole-person health could be aroused.

2. Emphasizing on school-based development

According to the school-based development, our schools
adjusted the basic curriculum again with new learning
elements, so as to develop a curriculum full of our
characteristics gradually. ~ Our schools joined tertiary
institutions’ collaboration projects, including “Learning and
Teaching of Children's Basic Motor Skills Project’, “Children
Gratitude Education’, “The Kids’ Greenway Project’,
“Play-Learn-Grow in HK Kindergarten Project’, in order to
introduce expertise into our schools. On one hand, the experts
could build a learning community in school; on the other hand,
children could have a more fruitful learning at school.

Our schools also stresses on children’s moral development.
Through bible stories and religious education books, with
themes of “knowing yourself’, “knowing your identities” and
“knowing your abilities”, we wrote an education plan. And via
weekly assemblies, our children were nurtured physically,
psychologically and spiritually through singing hymns and praise
songs, reading Bible verses, listening to Bible stories, and taking
part in cooperative games. Our children could then develop
loving and respectful characters.
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3. Caring for individual needs

We continue our “School Social Worker Programme” and employ
school social workers to organize and develop varied parenting
activities, such as casework and emotional support for children
and parents, multidisciplinary collaboration (including social
workers, teachers, sensory integration trainers, play therapists
and clinical psychologists), children development course,
teacher training, etc. At the same time, we render early support
for children with potential needs or awaiting for referrals to fill in
current service gaps.

Qur schools care for children’s individual needs. It is understood
that they need more concerns on their emotional expressions. In
view of this, our schools intend to involve the whole school and
arrange a team of professional therapists, social workers,
teachers and workers to support children with specific needs,
such that our children can practice learning in every aspect with
school support, and not limited to classroom’s premises. Our
schools also invite education psychologist and occupational
therapists to offer trainings to teachers and parents at schools to
increase teachers’ and parents’ understanding in managing
children's emotions, and hence, we can form a better counselling
strategy and improve our children’s recovery.

4. Encouraging collaboration of schools and
families

Our schools organize joint-school integrated service activity every
year, with an aim to increase parent-child interactions. This year,
the activity was held at Noah's Ark at Ma Wan and we played
different family games under the theme “Family Fun at Noah".
Through a series of game workshops, parents and children had
more interactive opportunities and enjoyed their family time.
Besides, our parents-teachers-association (‘PTA") acts as an
essential connection between schools and parents, and gives
valuable comments to schools. The PTA invites professional
speakers regularly fo talk in parenting seminars, such as “Emotion
Wellness, Positive Discipline” and “Life Education in Family”, to
promote parenting education effectively. Furthermore, the PTA
organizes affordable interest classes at schools in accordance
with school needs to help inspire children outside classrooms, for
instance, Chinese martial art, dancing, African drums and English
drama. Our schoals also open for parents’ volunteer service at
school regularly, like mentors of interest classes, librarians and
assisting mass festive programmes. These could reinforce the
harmonic connections between families and schools.
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5. Strengthening connections with the community

We keep providing opportunities to placement students of
children education from different tertiary institutes to experience
and practice teaching at schools. This year, we offered internship
quota for IVE (Sha Tin) to let interns of SEN children education
learn from our experienced integrated education teachers on
writing individual teaching plans that articulated children needs.
At local level, our schools actively collaborate with local groups,
such as visiting care homes for the elderly, organizing art
exhibition with neighbouring primary schools, sports and games
days, interactive workshops with big brothers and sisters. These
do not only enrich our children’s learning experience, but also
promote our children service’s features.
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